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Introduction (5 points)
The introduction will give background information about the experiment. It should also state the purpose of the investigation.  This section will be 1-2 paragraphs long.  For example, if we are conducting an experiment on “Hardness,” explain what hardness is.  The entire report will be written in the 3rd person (objective voice).

Hypothesis [Inquiry Question] (5 points)
The hypothesis should be a single statement telling the exact thing you are trying to prove in your experiment. 

Materials (5 points)
This section should be written in paragraph form and name all of the materials and equipment used.  Be sure to include the specific number and composition of your test specimens.

Procedure (5 points)
This section includes one or more paragraphs explaining the step-by-step procedures used.  Do not copy and paste the directions to the lab here.  Present a summary of the directions in your own words.

Results (20 points)
All lab questions and answers should be included with this section (Number and underline the questions and then write the answers).
· All data should be collected and organized in a logical order.  
· Results should be illustrated as charts, tables, graphs, and/or diagrams. 
· All graphs should include a title, the independent variable labeled on the horizontal axis, and the dependent variable labeled on the vertical axis.

Error Analysis and Relationship (10 points)
Include any important factors that you think may have actually affected your results.  Explain how the lab relates to what you have been learning in class.


Discussion and Conclusion (20 points)
Discussion is the most important part of your report, because here, you show that you understand the experiment beyond the simple level of completing it.  This is where you give a detailed account of what happened in the experiment in paragraph form. 
· Explain all the observations and results in your experiment.  
· Analyze and interpret why these results were obtained. Be sure to tell the significance or meaning of the results.  
· Restate the original hypothesis [inquiry question] and explain whether the experiment succeeded.  If your hypothesis was not correct, you should analyze why the results were not as predicted.  
· Explain experimental errors that appear in the results.
Technical Writing (30 points)

Grading Distribution: 70 points Engineering content, 30 points Technical Writing content
Reminders
· If you are a single author, adjust the header and the student name on the title page.
· Delete the blue text boxes after you use the information in them.
· When you are done, make sure your final version is clean. Under the Review tab, click the down arrow under “Accept” and then chose “Accept All Changes and Stop Tracking.”  Be sure to “save” this version. Your final report should be free of any mark-ups or comments.
· Be sure to proofread before submitting your report.



3

